ST;“ DAVID’S NATIONAL SCHOOL
Piper's Hill Educational Campus, Kilcullen Road, Naas, Co. Kildare.

School Patron: Church of Ireland Roll No.: 11893G

Music PoLicy

VISION STATEMENT:
In St. David’s National School, we are committed to supporting children in all aspects of

their education and development. Music education is part of a balanced curriculum which
aims to develop the whole spectrum of pupils’ intelligence. The music curriculum
encourages pupils to respond to musical experiences in an individual manner, thus
highlighting the value of each pupil’s response. Its motivational qualities make it an ideal
subject for integration across the curriculum allowing pupils to absorb concepts and
knowledge that might otherwise seem daunting.

Alms:
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for music.

1. To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically.

2. To inspire, develop and challenge musical skill within every child.

3. To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of
musical genres including lrish music.

4. To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through
music as an individual and in collaboration with others.

5. To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the
excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity.

6. To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in
musical performance.

7. To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience.

UNDERPINNING PRINCIPLES:
The guiding principles which inform the teaching and learning of music in St. David’s
National School are:

e Music is for all teachers, special needs assistants and pupils.

e Active enjoyable participation is fundamental to the music curriculum with lessons
kept to a reasonable length to ensure a high level of enthusiasm and concentration.

e The three strands of the curriculum are equally important — 1) Listening and
Responding, 2) Performing and 3) Composing, and can be explored over periods of
time.

e Music lends itself to integration with other areas of the curriculum and planning for
this integration in advance allows the teacher to reinforce musical concepts in other
areas of the curriculum. (Integration of music — especially in Junior Classes)
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BROAD OBJECTIVES:
Our objectives in St. David’s National School are that children will:

Explore the expressive possibilities of a variety of sound sources including the voice
and home-made and manufactured instruments.

Listen to, enjoy and respond to a range of music.

Develop a sensitivity to music through physical, verbal, emotional or cognitive
responses.

Demonstrate and describe differences between sounds and silences showing a
sense of pulse, tempo, duration, pitch, dynamics, structure, timbre, texture and

style.

Perform vocally and instrumentally from a range of musical styles and traditions
relevant to the class level.

Imitate with accuracy rhythmic and melodic patterns using the voice gestures (hand
signs), body percussion and manufactured and home-made instruments.

Select and structure sounds to create his/her musical ideas.

Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns in response to music, movement ideas,
poems, stories and art work.

Talk about the appropriateness and effectiveness of his/her composed or
improvised piece.

Devise and use a range of graphic and standard notations.

The music plan for our school is addressed under the following headings:

1.

Curriculum Planning

All teachers teach each of the three strands in each class. The following is a simple
overview of the broad content of each strand.

1.1 Strands and Strand Units

e Listening and responding
e Performing
e Composing
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Continuity:
There is continuity and progression in the music programme from class to class. The

teachers recognise that it is important that each strand unit and sub-unit be explored each
year to ensure continuity, depth and breadth in the music programme. The strands and
strand units offer teachers a sequenced, comprehensive programme on which to base the
teaching and learning of music in the classroom.

The three strands — Listening and Responding, Performing and Composing, are
comprehensively covered and afforded equal time.

Strand: Listening and Responding
This strand will include exploring sounds and responding to music. Sounds will include not

just instruments but also environmental sounds, body percussion and vocal sounds.
Children will be helped to respond to music in many ways. These might include describing
emotions, responding through dance, drama through art, writing or simply talking about the
music.

Strand: Performing
This strand includes giving all children the opportunity to acquire basic literacy skills in

music. Children love to sing and each class will sing a variety of songs annually.

Strand: Composing
This strand includes giving children the opportunity to improvise and to create their own

music.

Music Generation:
The children in all classes attend Music Generation lessons during school time with an

external teacher. Music Generation Kildare is led by Kildare and Wicklow Education and
Training Board and all financial transactions will be delivered through Music Generation,
KWETB, Aras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare. Junior and Senior infants/15t and
24 class are attending ‘Fuaim’ lessons, 3™ and 4t class are learning the ukulele and 5t
and 6" class are learning the violin. The junior end have 10 weeks of lessons each in the
academic year. The senior end attend their lessons for the full academic year.

1.2 Approaches and Methodologies
(a) Listening and Responding:

e Children are provided with opportunities to listen and respond to music by
experiencing a range of musical styles, traditions and cultures.

e Each teacher will provide opportunities for active listening and responding
e.g. questioning, prompting, suggesting, listening to short examples
repeatedly. When selecting listening material these may include listening to
and discrimination between environmental sounds and describing them in
terms of their source, pitch, dynamics, duration and tempo. When selecting
recorded music listening excerpts should be short and varied.
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e Children will be given opportunities to respond to music in a variety of ways
which may include: moving, talking about.., listening for specific instruments
and/or specific features, drawing and painting, following/creating a pictorial
score of music, writing in response to music, composing, singing, playing
games and/or action songs.

e Children will be provided with opportunities to work in different groupings,
e.g. whole group, small groups, pairs, individually and to work
collaboratively/co-operatively.

(b) Performing

In the performing strand, the following are emphasised:

e Active enjoyable participation
e Development of skills, understanding, knowledge
e Fostering of children’s attitude and interest

e Development of creativity

Songs are taught by teachers by taking the following into consideration:

* Using voice, recording, instrument, sheet music and teaching by ear.

o Selecting the song — it must appeal to the teacher and children. It should
form part of a selection of styles within the yearly scheme and the words
should be appropriate to the child's stage of development and emotional
understanding.

Effective singing skills are taught by considering issues around:

Methodology of teaching — The teacher may give a comfortable starting note from
a pitched instrument. The tempo should be given by counting the children in at the
correct speed on the correct beats, or else some verbal indication will be given e.g.
‘Are you ready?’ The teacher may accompany the children by playing an instrument
in a key to suit the children’s voices.

Conducting — simple conducting - Gestures may be used by the teachers to inspire
confident performing. Teacher can countin 2, 3 or 4 time.

Technique — Children will stand or sit ‘tall’ for good posture; the mouth must be
open for good singing, more than for speech; Children will practise filling the lungs
fully, taking a good breath quickly and controlling the escape of the breath. The
children will develop a good habit of taking a deep breath before they sing, not to
release it too quickly, and to encourage them to sing with the phrases of the music,
that is, to take breaths at the sensible points.

Vocal exercises — humming exercises may start at a high but comfortable pitch
and work downwards. The children will be encouraged to sing high notes softly and
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to exaggerate vowel sounds to make them distinct and pure. Part singing, teaching
rounds, partner songs (duet) and part songs are encouraged in our school.

Performing — Music Literacy:

Various approaches to music literacy are used. These may include graphic notation
where the child represents sounds by means of a picture or symbol. Standard
notation can be used to complement graphic notation. Rhythm and pitch will be
fully understood by the children before attempting them in combination.

Rhythm notation will be learned through games such as echo clapping, detecting a
rhythm from a number of options given and rhythm dictation.

Pitch notation may be learned through tonic solfa, (doh, re, mi, fah, soh, lah, ti, doh)
hand signs, absolute pitch names (fixed pitch names given to notes e.g. ¢ major is
representedas CDEF G AB C).

Performing — Playing Instruments:

Percussion instruments will be used at all class levels to represent a given pulse,
rhythm or pitch; to improvise pulse, rhythm or pitch or add contrasting phrase.

When selecting instruments teachers will consider variety of timbre, quality of the
instrument and the number of instruments. When children are handling instruments
they are taught to respect them and to play then softly.

Opportunities may be provided to perform for an audience during our school nativity
play, at school church services and at class concerts to other classes or to parents
and also to the wider community e.g. Peace Proms.

1.3 Linkage and Integration:

Engaging children in activity that encompasses a number of objectives from different
subject areas is an effective means of teaching and an important principle of the
curriculum.

Particular attention will be given to possibilities for integration.

As a staff we see possibilities for integrating our work in music with the following aspects
of other subject areas:

Oral Language (English/Gaeilge)
Design and make (Science)
Energy and forces — Sound (Science)

Visual arts:

P.E.:

Construction

Drawing

Paint

Elements of art: an awareness of line, pattern, shape

Dance: Exploration, creation and performance of dance
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| History

Geography

Religion

Ete.

Integration may also be approached through planning on a thematic basis.

As a staff we will be availing of opportunities for linkage between strands when planning
individual music activities.

1.4 Assessment and Record Keeping:

The following assessment tools are available to teachers:

e Teacher observation
Pupils may be observed working in groups or individuals in the following contexts:

- Listens attentively to music
- Talking about what has been heard as part of class discussion
- lllustrating or writing about what has been heard
- Listening to the responses of others
- Moving in music
- Singing a favourite song
- Playing a percussion instrument
- Reading a simple rhythmic or melodic pattern
- Sharing ideas for composing
- Selecting instruments for composition
- Teacher-designed tasks and tests
This may range from taking a rhythm dictation, singing song etc.
- Work samples

The teacher will study the child’s response to work covered eg. In the area of Listening
and Responding — a child may draw a picture to represent their interpretation of the piece
of music.

Projects:

These allow the children to work collaboratively in a shared musical experience.
Examples of projects that may be completed in St. David’s N.S. are

- Designing a simple musical instrument

- Inventing a form of notation for a piece of music

- Composing a dance sequence

- Comparing and contrasting different pieces of music
- Exploring the lives of famous composers

1.5 Children with different needs

It is the policy of our school that all children will participate in music activities. Music
activities will be differentiated in order to meet the needs of children of varying abilities.
Where a teacher recognises that a child displays a particular ability in Music, this will be

communicated to the parents, so that the child may have opportunity to take out of school
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music lessons, circumstances permitting. We recognise that some children in our school
learn musical instruments. Teachers will encourage such children to play for their
classmates, so that other children will have opportunities to listen and respond to live
music.

1.6 Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of ability, gender, culture or
socio-economic status across all strands and activities. Quality work to the best of the
children’s ability is the target for everyone. We promote musical learning by enabling and
encouraging the children to use and shape percussion instruments and other resources, to
work co-operatively with others and to appreciate each others work.

2. Organisational Planning
2.1 Timetable

e Under the revised primary curriculum framework, Music will be incorporated in the
curricular area of the Arts Education. Arts Education has a time allocation of 9hrs a
month of Junior Infants — 2™ class, and 8 hours a month for 3" class — 6th class.
This time is to be divided between Music, Visual Arts and Drama.

o We recognise that in the junior classes, the time allotted will be of shorter duration
on a more frequent basis, while senior classes may divide the hour into longer
spans. Teachers may also choose to block times for music at particular times of the
year. Discretionary time/flexible time is available each week for this purpose.
Teachers should ensure that pupils attending supplementary teaching are included
for as much of the Music programme as possible.

2.2 Resources and ICT

The list of resources available for music is attached to this plan. On review staff will
do an audit on music resources and establish what needs to be replaced or
ordered. Contributions may also be requested from the Parents’ Association and
the Board of Management to support the curriculum.

2.3 Health and Safety
Care and attention will be given to the following
o Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom
o Storage facilities
o Access to, and transport of, equipment/instruments
o Ventilation of the classrooms

o Amount of space for children to sit or stand when doing choral or
instrumental work

o Appropriate volume levels when using audio equipment and instruments
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2.4 Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

The whole school plan will inform teachers when writing their individual long-term
plan for music. Teachers will plan using the strand and strand units in line with the
school plan. They may use a thematic approach in their teaching.

Teacher reports, plans and Cuntas Miosuil can be used to review and develop the
whole school plan for the coming years.

Each teacher will strive to:

Establish the work covered with the class through liaison with the previous class
teacher/consultation with class records and use this information in planning the
year's work.

Select appropriate strands and strand units to devise a balanced programme.
Use a wide range of teaching methods and approaches.

Devote an appropriate amount of time to strands and strand units.

Consider integration with other subjects when planning.

2.5 Staff Development

All teachers have access to resource material for music in the school.

Information about in-service courses, school visits and musical events are
communicated to all staff.

Staff members are encouraged and supported if they wish to attend a Summer
course on Music.

Staff members share any expertise acquired during planning days, staff meetings or
through sharing notes received at such courses.

Help is given to colleagues who need assistance and advice on the preparation and
implementation of the music curriculum through informal discussion with staff
members — if they so wish.

2.6 Parental Involvement

Parents are encouraged to support the school's Music Education. At individual
parent-teacher meetings, teachers will discuss the child’s progress in the area of
music.

Parents who sing or play instruments, or who would like to be involved in musical
events in the school are welcomed.
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2.7 Community Links

The local community, musicians living locally, local art centres and education officers,
concert halls, local musical events and national support structures will all be considered as
valuable resources and support for the Music Curriculum.

The school is involved in:

Assembly with the Rev. Craig McCauley
Christmas Carol Service in St. David’s Church.
End of year service in St. David’s Church.
Peace Proms Concert in City West.

Music Generation

Success Criteria:

The success of this plan will be measured by the following criteria:

Implementation will be evident in teaching and learning in the classroom

Continuity of content and methodology will be evident in teachers’ planning and
monthly reports

Ongoing evaluation should demonstrate that pupils are acquiring an understanding
of the musical concepts and an increasing awareness of sound and music.

Implementation:

(@)

Roles and Responsibilities:

It will be necessary to review this plan on a regular basis to ensure optimum
implementation of the music curriculum in the school. The principal is responsible for co-
ordinating this review.

Those involved in the review will include:

Teachers

Pupils

Parents

Post holders/plan co-ordinator

BOM/DES/Others

(b)

Timeframe:

This plan will be reviewed in three years unless a need arises that has to be addressed.

Page 9 of 10



RATIFICATION AND COMMUNICATION

7
The Board of Management of St David’s N.S. ratified this plan on f/#/ 5

§ 7 : =
’ I/
Signed oy N ( Au/("‘-“‘? A zﬁ\\k@) (QL.Q,
— --
Chairperson of Board of Management Principal

Date: / / of l/ i “')/

This plan is available to view on the school website and at the school by the parents on
request.
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